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TAGS: PINT, KE 

SUBJECT: OGINGA ODINGA'S CANDIDACY FOR KANU VICE PRESIDENT 

REF: NAIROBI 2829, NAIROBI 3425 

1 . EMBOFF WAS TOLD MARCH 17 BY ODINGA INTIMATE AND FORMER 
KENYA MINISTER OF INFORMATION, ACHIENG ONEKO, THAT 
"KIKUYU GROUP" INCLUDING SPECIFICALLY NJENGA KARUME (HEAD 
OF TRIBAL WELFARE ASSOCIATION GEMA) AND "MUNGAI PEOPLE" 

MET MARCH 10 WITH ODINGA SUPPORTERS TO PROPOSE THAT ODINGA 
ANNOUNCE HIS CANDIDACY FOR KANU VICE PRESIDENCY. ACCORDING 
TO OTIENO AMBALA, ANOTHER LEADING ODINGA ADVISER, A LUO 
GROUP (INCLUDING AMBALA) THEN CALLED ON ODINGA EVENING 

OF MARCH 12 AND PERSUADED HIM TO RUN. 

2. ODINGA GROUP HAS NOW FORMALLY PETITIONED HIGH 
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COURT TO INVALIDATE RECENT GRASS ROOTS ELECTIONS IN 
ODINGA'S HOME (SIAYA) DISTRICT ON GROUNDS THEY WER 
FRAUDULENTLY CONDUCTED. GROUP IS ALSO PLANNING SEEK 
COURT INJUNCTION PROHIBITING SIAYA KANU BRANCH 
OFFICIALS WHOSE ELECTION IS BEING CHALLENGED FROM 
REPRESENTING DISTRICT IN APRIL 3 NATIONAL KANU 
ELECTION PENDING RESOLUTION OF CASE BEFORE HIGH COURT. 
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3. COMMENT: DESPITE HIS GRASS ROOTS APPEAL AND THE 
PRESUMED SUPPORT OF THE KIKUYU GROUP, IT IS MOST 
UNLIKELY ODINGA CAN DEFEAT VP MOI IN THIS ELECTION. 
DELEGATES TO THE APRIL 3 CONVENTION HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
SELECTED, AND, FOR THE MOST PART, THEY ARE FAVORABLE 
TO MOI. NONETHELESS, IF ODINGA IS ALLOWED TO STAND, 

HE WILL BE MORE FORMIDABLE COMPETITION FOR MOI THAN 
HIS ONLY OTHER ANNOUNCED OPPONENT, EDUCATION MINISTER 
TOWEETT. IF, IN FACT, KIKUYU GROUP SUPPORTS ODINGA'S 
CANDIDACY, TOWEETT MAY WELL WITHDRAW BEFORE APRIL 3. 

4. COPY OF ODINGA STATEMENT OF MARCH 16 POUCHED TO AF/E. 

MARSHALL 
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